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Abstract
Objective: One of the most important reasons for improving the professional identity in
auditing is the value-based influencing stimuli on auditors, which can effectively enhance the
effectiveness of negotiation in this profession. One of the drivers of value in developing
professional identity is the dialectic functions in replacing the owners' values instead of the
professional values of the auditors. In fact, without a professional identity, the differences and
similarities in auditors' functions are not apparent, which makes ethics neglected in this field.
Therefore, professional identity is considered a manifestation of internal and external stimuli
in the audit profession, which will cause a person to act as committed or indifferent to
professional goals. The professional identity shows the degree of the auditor's dependence on
this profession, which is considered the context of presenting the auditors’ commitment and the
acceptance of audit requirements to maintain independence and ethical values. This research
aims to evaluate the dialectical drivers of the client's social identity referral to the auditor in
reducing the effectiveness of auditing profession negotiation.

Method: According to the nature of data collection, this research is mixed because in the
qualitative part, firstly, through point checklists to identify the dialectic drivers of the social
identity of the entrepreneur to the auditor, and by focusing on the research of Trotman et al.
(2005) dimensions The effectiveness of negotiation in the auditing profession was identified,
and then in the quantitative part, through intuitive fuzzy matrix sets, it was determined the most
effective driver of the social identity dialectic between the employer and the auditor in order to
reduce the effectiveness of negotiation in the auditing profession. Therefore, Meta-synthesis
and Delphi were used in the qualitative part, and an intuitive fuzzy matrix process based on
Vikor was used in the quantitative part. The statistical population in the qualitative section
consisted of 14 experts in the auditing profession who had the necessary capabilities in terms
of theoretical knowledge to develop the concept investigated in this research. The statistical
population in the quantitative part was also 24 audit partners with work experience and

Journal of Accounting Knowledge, Vol. 14, No. 2, pp. 117-145.

*Ph.D. Candidate in Accounting, Khorramshahr International Branch, Islamic Azad University Khorramshahr, Iran.

Email: nkamali59@yahoo.com

** Corresponding author, Associate Professor of Accounting, Neyshabour Branch, Islamic Azad University, Neyshabour,

Iran. Email: m_r_shourvarzy@yahoo.com

** Assistant Professor of Economics, Khorramshahr University of Marine Sciences and Technology, Khorramshahr, Iran.

Email: aminkuhbor@yahoo.com

Submitted: 17 September 2022  Revised: 15 November 2022 Accepted: 23 November 2022  Published: 9 September 2023
Publisher: Faculty of Management & Economics, Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.

DOI: 10.22103/jak.2022.20255.3775 ©The Author(s).



Abstract

technical and specialized knowledge levels, who were selected through homogeneous
sampling.

Results: In this research, to determine the dialectical components/dimensions of the social
identity of the employer to the auditor, in order to perform the analysis of the quantitative part,
I.e. intuitive fuzzy, analysis techniques are used in the qualitative part. In order to identify these
dimensions, the Metasynthesis technique is used. It is worth mentioning that to improve the
level of relevance of identifiable dimensions in the qualitative section, the time frame for
content screening based on the analyzes of the qualitative section is 2018-2022. The research
results in the qualitative part indicate the existence of 4 dialectical drivers of referring the
employer's social identity to the auditor for evaluation, which was confirmed during two stages
of Delphi analysis. On the other hand, the results in the quantitative section were followed
based on the two objectives of determining the most effective dimension of the dialectical
stimuli of referring the employer's social identity to the auditor and the most effective
dimension of negotiation in the audit. In other words, it was found that the most reducing aspect
of the audit negotiation from the low market share of the audit as the theme of the dialectical
stimuli of referring the social identity of the employer to the auditor is professional ethics.

Conclusion: Based on the obtained results, it should be stated that the audit market needs to
pay attention to the values derived from the professional identity to be more competitive and
reduce the level of dependence of auditors on the owners in the audit negotiation. The results
of this research are in line with the theory of professional identity in auditing, which states that
the values emphasized in the auditing profession, such as independence and professional doubt,
should be considered as a basis for the effectiveness of negotiation and focusing on the auditor's
dialectic with the employer as a social identity can reduce professional ethics in auditing. The
auditors' limited share of the audit market is considered a dialectical driver in transferring the
employer's identity to the auditor, who seeks to achieve a greater market share by replacing
other values in social contexts with professional values. This issue can lower the auditor's
professional reputation and increase professional frustration in the long run. By reducing the
commitment, the auditor's behavioral and functional independence in dealing with the business
owners will be affected due to the tolerance created based on the business owner's power.
Therefore, when auditors are motivated by dialectical stimuli to seek a social identity in which
they accept the values of business owners instead of their professional values, ethicalism, as
the most important negotiation factor in the auditing profession, is negatively affected and
reduced.
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