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Objective: Creative accounting has been recognized as a significant
domain in accounting research, exerting substantial influence on accounting
policies and practices. The emergence of new technologies, regulatory
changes, and the growing demand for transparency have recently attracted
increasing scholarly attention to this field. The primary objective of this
study is to identify the most frequent and influential topics in creative
accounting and to determine the most influential articles, journals, authors,
and countries, as well as to map collaboration networks among researchers,
research institutions, and nations.

Method: This study analyzes 184 scientific articles extracted from the
Scopus database over the period 19862025 using the bibliometrix package
in the R programming environment.

Results: The results reveal an increasing trend in scientific output related
to creative accounting. Concepts such as earnings management, financial
reporting, corporate governance, transparency, income smoothing, fraud,
and financial regulations are among the most frequently occurring keywords
and play a crucial role in shaping the conceptual structure of this research
domain. These topics also indicate substantial potential for further
development in future studies.

Conclusion: The main contribution of this research is to provide a
comprehensive mapping of the scientific literature and to examine
intellectual developments within the field of creative accounting. The
findings assist researchers in identifying emerging research trends and
opportunities for effective future collaboration. The study highlights well-
developed topics in the field while simultaneously introducing emerging
themes that still require further investigation.
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Introduction

Creative accounting has emerged over recent decades as one of the most complex,
controversial, and influential areas within the accounting and financial reporting literature. This
concept refers to the use of flexibilities inherent in accounting standards, professional
judgments, discretionary choices, and permitted financial reporting procedures to influence
users' perceptions of an entity's financial performance and position. Creative accounting is
closely linked to concepts such as earnings management, income smoothing, financial
statement manipulation, financial reporting quality, corporate governance, disclosure quality,
transparency, internal control, audit quality, financial regulations, accountability, and fraud.

Despite the importance of this field, most previous studies have focused on case analyses or
one-dimensional investigations, and few studies have systematically examined the scientific
structure, evolutionary trends, collaboration networks, and knowledge clusters of creative
accounting. This research gap highlights the necessity of developing a comprehensive scientific
landscape of creative accounting research. Accordingly, the present study aims to map the
scientific landscape of creative accounting using bibliometric methods and network analysis
within the R software environment.

Method

This study adopted a quantitative literature review approach employing bibliometric
methods and network analysis. The population consisted of 184 scientific articles indexed in
the Scopus database from 1986 to 2025. The Scopus database was selected because of its
extensive scientific coverage, robust citation standards, and suitability for scientometric
analysis. Data were extracted through targeted searches, filtering procedures, removal of
irrelevant items, and the application of inclusion and exclusion criteria.

Analyses were conducted in the R software environment using the bibliometrix package and
complementary network analysis tools. A total of 832 researchers, 47 countries, and 476 author
keywords were analyzed. To address the research questions, a range of analyses was
performed, including temporal trends in scientific production, citation analysis, keyword co-
occurrence analysis, co-authorship analysis, collaboration network analysis among countries
and institutions, thematic analysis, centrality and density analysis, strategic diagram analysis,
and cluster analysis.

Additionally, Bradford's law was applied to identify core journals, revealing 27 sources in
the first zone and 61 sources in the second and third zones.

Results

The results indicated that scientific production in creative accounting has grown
significantly, particularly since 2022, transforming this field from a niche topic into a dynamic
and rapidly developing area within the accounting literature. The majority of publications
belong to recent years, with increased attention to concepts such as earnings management,
transparency, and corporate governance contributing substantially to this growth.

Keyword co-occurrence analysis revealed that creative accounting, as the central concept,
is closely associated with keywords such as earnings management, financial reporting,
transparency, corporate governance, income smoothing, audit quality, internal control, fraud,
financial regulations, and professional ethics. Network analysis identified five conceptual
clusters, the largest of which included creative accounting, earnings management, fraud,
transparency, and financial reporting as the core elements of the network. Centrality analysis
showed that the three keywords—creative accounting, earnings management, and financial
reporting—play the most significant roles in knowledge transfer and in shaping the thematic
direction of the field.

The strategic diagram results indicated that concepts such as disclosure quality,
accountability, transparency, internal control, and independent auditing are among the motor
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themes, playing a decisive role in directing the scientific development of this field. In contrast,
topics such as fraud detection models, International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS),
financial data analytics, sustainability reporting, economic value added, and the application of
artificial intelligence in auditing were classified as emerging or declining themes,
demonstrating considerable potential for future research.

The scientific collaboration network analysis revealed that collaboration among researchers
and countries is relatively fragmented, with only a limited number of researchers playing
central roles in knowledge transfer. This finding highlights the necessity of developing stronger
international and interdisciplinary collaborations. Bradford's law showed that knowledge
production in creative accounting is concentrated within a limited number of specialized
journals. However, inclusion in the core zone of Bradford's law merely indicates a
concentration of relevant articles within the dataset examined and should not be interpreted as
an absolute indicator of scientific superiority or definitive quality.

Conclusions

The present study, by mapping the scientific landscape of creative accounting, provides a
comprehensive and systematic picture of knowledge evolution trends, conceptual structures,
scientific relationships, and developmental pathways in this field. The findings demonstrate
that the literature on creative accounting has shifted from a traditional focus on earnings
management and financial reporting manipulation toward broader topics such as transparency,
corporate governance, disclosure quality, internal control, data analytics technologies, fraud
detection, sustainability reporting, and artificial intelligence in auditing.

This research not only identifies established topics and knowledge clusters but also clarifies
research gaps and future development opportunities. From a theoretical perspective, the results
contribute to organizing the fragmented literature and explaining the knowledge structure of
creative accounting. From a practical standpoint, the findings can be utilized by researchers,
policymakers, auditors, regulatory bodies, universities, and scientific journals in designing
research priorities, enhancing financial transparency, improving reporting quality, and
developing effective monitoring mechanisms.
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