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Objective: The purpose of this study is to explore the educational needs of
accounting graduate students in the knowledge and skills required in
qualitative and quantitative research.

Method: The present study was conducted using the meta-synthesis
qualitative research method. The meta-synthesis method, using the seven
steps of Sandelowski and Barroso, systematically evaluated and analyzed
the results and findings of previous studies. The statistical population was
all studies published in domestic and foreign databases, which resulted in a
total of 34 articles. Using the quantitative Shannon entropy method, based
on the content analysis approach, the effect coefficients of the identified
components in the finalized studies were determined.

Results: The findings indicate that the data is classified into 158 primary
codes, 21 components, and 6 dimensions. Among the identified components,
identifying the gap in previous research and research objectives (knowledge
gaps), measuring variables correctly, and statistics appropriate to
quantitative and qualitative variables, and presenting statistical results
correctly are more important than other components.

Conclusion: The identified educational needs of accounting graduate
students in the knowledge and skills required in qualitative and quantitative
research can be used as an innovative strategy for developers of educational
programs for high-performing accounting graduate students.

Cite this article: Taftiyan, A., & Mansouri Mohammad Abadi, F. (2026). Examination of the educational needs of accounting
graduate students in the knowledge and skills required in qualitative and quantitative research: Meta- synthesis application.
Journal of Accounting Knowledge, *(*), *-* [In Persian].

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22103/jak.2025.24643.4135

@ 06

Publisher: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.
© Taftiyan & Mansouri Mohammad Abadi



mailto:taftiyan@iau.ir
mailto:f.mansourimohammadabadi@iau.ir
https://doi.org/10.22103/jak.2025.24643.4135
https://uk.ac.ir/en
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8627-3461
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-7810-2493
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

2/ Examination of the educational needs of accounting graduate students in the knowledge and...

Introduction

The role of higher education institutions is not only to train graduates who are able to work
in new jobs, but to train human resources who can contribute to the development of their jobs.
For this reason, the important output of universities, especially at the graduate level, is to train
students as worthy researchers who have acquired the knowledge and skills to conduct research
and publish its results in a specific research field. Research skills refer to the abilities necessary
to conduct research. Research skills can be classified into two groups: 1- skills that are
necessary to review and evaluate surveys, experiments and other studies related to real issues
in the field of research, 2- skills that are necessary to conduct research such as designing,
implementing and analyzing data and Interpretation and generalization of study results.
Research report skills can also be added to this class. This research has met a new dimension
of the educational needs of graduate accounting students in the knowledge and skills needed in
qualitative and quantitative research and provides effective steps to reduce the information gap
between professors and graduate accounting students. In general, in this research, an attempt
has been made to conduct a comprehensive and extensive study of the knowledge and skills
required in qualitative and quantitative research, and it seems that the validation of the obtained
model will be effective in strengthening the results. Therefore, in the developing accounting
environment of Iran, designing and presenting a coherent model, in addition to emphasizing
the valuable findings of other researchers, as well as expanding and expanding the theoretical
foundations, to present and evaluate the knowledge and skills required in qualitative and
quantitative research seems necessary. In this context, will seek to answer this important
question: what are the most important knowledge and skills needed in qualitative and
quantitative research for graduate students of accounting?

Method

This research is practical in the sense that its results can be used for graduate accounting
students, university professors in the field of accounting, and also researchers in this field. In
terms of the nature and method of data analysis, it is a qualitative research. From the point of
view of the method of collecting documentary information, and finally, based on the research
method, it is one of the analytical-descriptive researches that have been done using the meta-
composite method. Metasynthesis is the process of searching, evaluating, combining and
interpreting qualitative studies in a specific field. Several methods have been proposed to
perform metasynthesis, and the seven-step model of Sandelowski and Barroso (2007) is the
most widely used. The statistical population of this research in the meta-composite method is
the previous researches that were searched between the years 2011 to 2024 and 1389 to 1402
from reliable domestic and foreign scientific databases. In the following, the samples were
selected based on the criteria related to the research question. In this research, the criteria for
rejecting or accepting articles include articles published in reliable databases and research with
qualitative and mixed methods. In order to determine the reliability of the research data, the
intra-subject agreement strategy of two coders was used. After identifying and determining the
components, the Shannon entropy method has been used to validate the metasynthesis findings.
Also, the validation of the output of the metacombination method has been done using the
opinion of experts. In order to validate the data using the opinion of experts, a questionnaire
was used, and in order to identify the experts, the snowball technique, which is one of the
targeted sampling methods, was used. In this type of sampling, first a few people who have the
desired characteristics are found, and after filling the questionnaire, they are asked to introduce
other people to continue the path, and in this order, the number of respondents is gradually
increased (Mansouri Mohammadabadi et al., 2024). In this research, the experts include
accounting professors. The researcher-made questionnaire was distributed among the experts.
In order to evaluate the answers given, the items of this questionnaire were adjusted based on
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a 5-point Likert scale from very high (5) to very low (1). Therefore, 25 questionnaires have
been distributed among experts. The opinions of these experts were used to verify the
components related to the extracted codes; Therefore, the tables related to the codes and
components were provided to them and they were asked for their opinion in this regard.

Results

The findings of the research indicate that the educational needs of accounting graduate
students in the knowledge and skills required in qualitative and quantitative research are
classified into 158 primary codes and 21 components and 6 dimensions. Among the identified
components, identifying the gaps in previous researches and research goals (knowledge gaps),
measuring variables in the correct form and statistics corresponding to quantitative and
qualitative variables, correctly presenting statistical results and identifying quantitative and
qualitative variables compared to other components. are more important.

Conclusions

The identified educational needs of accounting graduate students in the knowledge and skills
required in qualitative and quantitative research can be used as an innovative strategy for
developers of high-performing accounting graduate education programs.
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