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Results: The results of the first phase of the study indicate the formation of
a strategic reference matrix consisting of four quadrants: “procedures related
to carbon disclosure,” “procedures related to management accounting
disclosure,” “procedures related to the disclosure of social functions,” and
“procedures related to the disclosure of legal functions.” In the second phase
of'the study, it was determined that among the four categories of the strategic
reference matrix of cultural responsibility accounting, the fourth category,
titled “procedures related to the disclosure of legal functions,” demonstrates
a more comprehensive role in the implementation of cultural responsibility
accounting in the context of capital market companies.

Conclusion: The obtained results indicate that, under the category of
procedures related to the disclosure of legal functions, a cycle of information
flow is created through which legal inspectors can gain a more comprehensive
understanding of the invisible functions of companies. Focusing on this category
can provide auditors with detailed information regarding functions such as
executive compensation, board composition, potential risks, granting of awards,
or related-party transactions in interpretive reports, thereby enhancing their level
of adherence to expected institutional and social values.
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Introduction

In the world of developing perspectives from the infinite sea of knowledge in the human
sciences, scholars in this field have consistently attempted to analyze phenomena from different
perspectives in order to achieve the semantic ontology of those phenomena (Desul et al., 2023).
This process is highly dependent on the type of context in which the phenomenon appears, and
scholars need to refer to similar examples to assign meaning to it (Thompson, 2022). Cultural
responsibility is recognized as an emerging phenomenon in the field of accounting knowledge
and can be defined as a framework for semantic development within the functions of this
profession (Kim et al., 2019). In other words, although accounting knowledge has previously
expanded the capacities of social responsibility and provided meaning to it within the structural
functions of companies, its integration with cultural contexts is considered an emerging area of
knowledge in accounting (Shi et al., 2022). One of the most practical methods for
comprehensively conceptualizing phenomena in the human sciences is the Strategic Reference
Points Matrix, which possesses strong capabilities in semantic epistemology due to the
incorporation of alternating theoretical dimensions and expert interpretations in describing an
emerging phenomenon (Blettner & Gollisch, 2022). In addition, this theoretical method can be
considered a structural model for understanding unknown dimensions of a phenomenon,
thereby helping to increase comprehensive theoretical awareness within the context of a study
(Maria Garcia-Pérez et al., 2014).

Method

Unlike other conventional methodological approaches in accounting research, this study
attempts to benefit from several integrated dimensions to achieve its objectives based on the
ontology of the accounting concept of cultural responsibility. Therefore, in terms of the nature
of the phenomenological process, this study is exploratory. In this process, in addition to
theoretical knowledge, the empirical dimensions of the phenomenon under investigation are
explored through expert insights in order to contribute to the cognitive development of the
accounting concept of cultural responsibility.

Accordingly, in terms of purpose, this study is exploratory because interviews constitute the
primary data collection tool used to develop the matrix of strategic reference points. In terms
of outcomes, this study should be considered developmental because it contributes to the
coherence of the ontology of an emerging phenomenon in accounting knowledge—an issue
that has not been sufficiently addressed in previous research using an inductive approach.
Finally, in terms of data collection, this study should be considered mixed-methods research.

In the first phase, based on Seidman’s (2006) phenomenological interview technique, the
study identified dimensions related to the primary strategic reference matrix while exploring
the ontology of the investigated phenomenon through a set of interview questions.
Subsequently, to integrate the identified dimensions, the focus group technique was employed
for comparative discussion of the extracted themes, enabling the categorization of themes
emerging from the interviews within the final strategic reference matrix. In this stage, focus
groups participated in the fuzzy network analysis process. In fact, this analytical process was
selected with the aim of determining the most influential categories and themes addressed in
the third research question.

Results

As noted in the methodology section, during the first phase of the study and throughout
several stages of the phenomenological process, an attempt was made to enhance cognitive
understanding of the emerging phenomenon of cultural responsibility accounting by
conducting combined interviews with academic experts and experienced practitioners. Since
the interview-based data collection process showed no semantic overlap with the concepts of
social accounting and corporate social responsibility, a reference framework was developed in
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the form of a two-axis matrix (vertical and horizontal) through theoretical and empirical content
screening. This framework generated four quadrants to strengthen the knowledge domain of
the investigated phenomenon.

Accordingly, based on the two main axes of the matrix—Ilearner constructivism and
normative moralism—four quadrants were identified: “procedures related to carbon
disclosure,” “procedures related to management accounting disclosure,” “procedures related to
the disclosure of social practices,” and “procedures related to the disclosure of legal practices.”
These quadrants were derived from 13 interviews, 268 primary open codes, and 24
propositional themes, which together formed the main foundation of the strategic reference
points matrix.

Subsequently, in order to achieve semantic consistency through measuring the Content
Validity Index (CVI) and to generalize the findings to the study context using Delphi analysis,
the semantic alignment between the identified propositional themes and the categories was
examined. The results led to the elimination of two themes and the confirmation of 22
propositions, which were then incorporated into the second phase of the study.

Furthermore, in the second phase of the study, it was determined that among the four
categories of the strategic reference matrix of cultural responsibility accounting, the fourth
category, namely “procedures related to the disclosure of legal practices,” demonstrated the
most comprehensive role in implementing cultural responsibility accounting within the context
of capital market companies.

99 ¢c

Conclusions

Through two phases consisting of phenomenological analysis and fuzzy network analysis,
this study first developed a matrix of strategic reference points for the ontology of the
accounting concept of cultural responsibility and then evaluated the identified propositional
categories and themes within the context of capital market companies.

In interpreting the results, it should be acknowledged that, in traditional accounting
procedures, due to the absence of sufficient standards and institutional requirements, disclosure
obligations in this area remain limited. Within this category, accounting procedures create a
cycle of information flow that enables legal inspectors to achieve a more comprehensive
understanding of the hidden functions of companies. For example, accounting can provide
auditors with detailed information regarding executive compensation, board composition,
potential risks, awards, or related-party transactions through interpretive reports, thereby
enhancing their adherence to expected institutional and social values.
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