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Objective: Today, social and environmental crises in the world have drawn
the attention of companies and legislators to sustainability reporting, but
what increases the importance and necessity of sustainability reporting is the
validation of these reports, therefore, this research seeks to identify the
requirements, challenges, the obstacles and consequences of the
implementation of the accreditation of sustainability reporting of companies
in Iran from the point of view of experts and professionals.

Method: This research is developmental in terms of results, in terms of an
exploratory method and qualitative data type. This research was conducted
through interviews with 21 experts and experts, which included university
faculty members, audit organization employees, and those working in the
auditing profession. Also, the data were analyzed by theme analysis.

Results: Based on the findings from the interviews with experts, 99 concepts
and 30 sub-themes were identified, and finally, four main themes were extracted.
The four main themes of this research are: the goals of sustainability reporting,
the requirements and prerequisites for the implementation of sustainability
reporting accreditation, the challenges and obstacles of the implementation of
sustainability reporting accreditation, and the consequences of the
implementation of sustainability reporting accreditation.

Conclusion: The results of this research can be used by supervisory
institutions, legislators and compilers of standards and the auditing
profession in Iran to devise effective measures for the implementation of
accreditation of sustainability reports.
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Introduction

Today, social and environmental crises in the world have drawn the attention of companies and
legislators to sustainability reporting, but what increases the importance and necessity of
sustainability reporting is the validation of these reports, therefore, this research aims to identify
the requirements, challenges, obstacles and consequences of the implementation of assurance on
sustainability reporting of companies in Iran from the point of view of experts and professionals.

Method

This research is developmental in terms of results, in terms of exploratory method and
qualitative data type. This research was conducted through interviews with 21 experts, which
included university faculty members, audit organization employees, and those working in the
auditing profession. In this research, interviews with people have been conducted in three ways:
face-to-face, telephone and e-mail. Also, the data were analyzed by thematic analysis. The theme
analysis method consists of six steps, which are: First step: Getting to know the data: In this
research, all the data were collected through interviews with experts in the field of sustainability
reporting and then analyzed by writing down the interviews. All the interviews were reviewed and
studied several times until the desired data was extracted and the interview continued until a
saturation and theoretical adequacy was achieved for the researchers. Second step: Creating initial
codes: In this research, after checking the outlier data several times, 121 codes were identified and
coded. In the next steps, by reviewing the coding, some codes had overlapping and close meanings,
merged together and became one code, and finally 99 codes remained. Third step: Searching for
themes: In this step, a sub-theme was extracted from the combination of several codes, which has
a higher level of abstraction and abstraction than the codes. In the beginning, there were some codes
that were not included in any of the sub-groups, which in this research were identified with the
"Other" sub-theme. With the explanation that these codes were placed in the group of one of the
sub-themes after several checks with other codes, and some were independently identified with a
sub-theme. By examining the themes several times, we tried to select themes that were specific,
separate and non-repetitive enough to include several ideas. Fourth step: review of themes: In this
step, the set of themes were placed in similar and coherent groups, which were grouped according
to the content and based on theoretical foundations, and the main themes were obtained. In this
research, 30 sub-themes and four main themes were obtained. Fifth step: Defining and naming
themes: In this step, the proposed themes were defined, modified and finalized. At this stage, a
deep understanding of the meanings of the theme should be achieved and through this, themes can
be explained and their patterns understood. At the end of this stage, the themes were clearly defined
and the set of main and sub-themes were determined. Sixth step: compiling the report . At this stage,
the main and secondary concepts and themes were explained. According to the results of the
interview, the research questions were answered.

Results

In this research, the internal agreement method was used to check the reliability of the data. In this
way, two of the interviews were coded again by two other researchers and the Kappa coefficient
calculated at 82 and 85% showed the agreement of the two codings. Based on the findings from the
interviews with experts, 99 concepts and 30 sub-themes were identified and finally four main themes
were extracted. The four main themes of this research are: objectives of sustainability reporting,
requirements and prerequisites for implementation of sustainability reporting accreditation, challenges
and obstacles for implementation of sustainability reporting accreditation and consequences of
implementation of sustainability reporting accreditation. It is noteworthy that in the study of the
frequency of the concepts resulting from the research, the concepts of "training of auditors",
"inappropriate infrastructure for reporting”, "accreditation cost", "low amount of fees for auditing" and
"more attention of companies to environmental protection" are among the most frequent The concepts
of the interview were.
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Conclusions

In connection with the main theme "Challenges and obstacles to the implementation of
accreditation of sustainability reporting", a series of sub-themes can be presented. According to
the conducted interviews, most of the generated codes were related to this theme and the experts
raised many issues related to the sustainability report accreditation challenges in Iran, and finally,
nine sub-themes were obtained, which are: infrastructure and technology, Cost, standard and
rules, form of reporting, culture, resources, education, political-economic issues of society, time.
In relation to the main theme of "consequences", it can be stated that the consequences are divided
into two general categories: positive consequences and negative consequences, which can be
classified into external and internal factors of the company or related to stakeholders and
shareholders. Also, these consequences can lead to personal or public interests. In addition, the
consequences of sustainability reporting accreditation can be related to any dimension of
sustainability reporting, i.e., environmental, social, economic and governance. According to the
codes obtained from interviews with experts in this research, the set of sub-themes related to the
consequences of accreditation are: interests of beneficiaries, organizational interests, correcting
the form of reporting, theory, quality of disclosure, capital market, risk, environment, export,
performance and corporate value and negative consequences.
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